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MTA Starts Quarterly Newsletter

With this issue, the Murrysville Trail Alliance (MTA) initiates publication of the gMantetyille
Trail News The newsletter is meant to provide information about opportunities fiasad
recreation in and around Murrysville, about MTA hikes and other activities, and about initiat
expand possibilities for hiking, cycling, and other recreation in Murrysville.

The newslettenill replace the monthly emails sending MTA meeting notices and listing forth
ing MTA activities. Information about MTA meetings and activities will continue to be show
www.murrysvilletrails.aré\s always, anyone interested is invited and welcome to participate
any MTA meetings or activities.

Murrysville Trail Newsll be published in January, April, July, and October, with a deadline fg
submissions one month prior. Should you wish to write on a topic, secure publication of son
mation, or explore helping out with the newsletter, please emasletter@murrysvilletrails.org
Of course, the editors will also welcome and value any feedback about the newsletter that y
may wish to provide.

- The Editors

MTA Receives Grant for Trail Mapping

In November 2012 the MTA received a grant from the Community Foundation of Murrysvillg
Export, and Delmont (CFMED) for preparation of three maps of Murrysville parks: a combin
map of the contiguous Kellman and Skena Nature Reserves; a map of Townsend Park; ang
of Murrysville Community Park. The CFMED isprofin charitable organization that accepts
tax-deductible donations and directs the funds to worthy local community pragcisding to

/ hRokheda Crak.a gounding member of the CFMED, "the Foundation encourages creativity a

ative by funding local resdentsdideas for enriching
community lifelt tries to target groups for whom
small dollar amounts can make a large impact.”

For preparation of a combined map for the Kelln
and Skena Nature Reservesl|unteers (especially
Lynn Gurrentz) hawealked through the parks wit|
a GPS unit to collect GIS information about trail:
and other features of the nature reserves. Thest
readings will be sent to cartographer Loree Spe
of West Newton, who will gather data from a nui
ber of sources and make use of ArcPad softwar
synthesize the information and create a detailec
map.

With separate funding, this effort has already be

completed for Pleasant Valley Park; both color ¢ Py

black and white versions of that map are availak TR

at www.murrysvilletrails.org'hen maps for the

other parks are completed, they will also be pos s
Noh thedsitew a | iy

If you regularly visit one of Murrysville's parks alw
would like to learn more or might wish to consider helping out with this project, please conta
Betsy Aiken abaiken@infionline.net
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The Peter and Victoria Skena Nature Reserve :
QebékbtbpqgélcédJroovpsfii bApém”

The new 22acre Skena Reserve, next to the more established Kellman Reserve, is a littl
in the rough. Even on a drab December afternoon, one can sense the history and the sof
that this park provides.

The property was owned by the Creighton family until 1949 when it was purchased by P
and Victoria Skena. Peter and Victoria raised eight children here, with seven living to ad
hood, and grew corn, wheat and oats while keeping dairy cows, rabbits, chickens and d
The property was acquired by the Westmoreland Land Trust in 2009 who turned it over
Municipality of Murrysville. It was officially opened as the Peter and Victoria Skena Natu
Reserve in May, 2012. = ke s
Today the Reserve still shows remnants of the family his-  Springhouse at Skena Reserve

tory. As you walk down into the property from North Hills (Photo courtesy of Clarence Skena)

Road, you first encounter the remains of the foundation

from the original farmhouse. Next you find the mosthirgéltt smokehouse/springhouse. At the
base of the property, creating the property line between the Skena and Kellman Reserves, is a
smal | pond that just screams oO0Ocome relax he

The Skena Reserve does offer some hiking opportunities. If you drive and park in the lot on
North Hills Road (just west of Meadow Gate), then the driveway leading down in to the Reserve
of fers a wide path and some exercise wal kin
yond the end of Dell Court leads to a trail that runs down into the Reserve. Being adjacent to the
Kellman Reserve, one can access two trails that lead into the established Kellman trail network
beyond the pond.

The Skena Reserve is a wonderful place to use your imagination to picture what rural Murrysville
used to be like. For more photos, check out the exhibit currently on display in the lobby of the

Pond at Skena Reserve .. oy
(Photo courtesy of Clarence Skena) Municipal building.

- Tom Ronksley

A location map for the Skena Reserve is availalteramurrysvilletrails.org/park_trails_kel_skena.htm
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Volunteering in Murrysville Parks

Murrysville has always been known for its excellent parks, but they wouldn't be so exceptional without the help ofcedvobny lo
unteers who spend countless hours maintaining our parkland and trails. These volunteers work behind the scenesate help eradi
invasive species, maintain existing trails, and build and blaze new trails.

To list all of the volunteer accomplishments in Murrysville's parks for 2012 would be nearly impossible, but the toHowagfar

the notable highlights: the Pleasant Valley Park Trailbuilders completed the new Cheeky Chipmunk Trail that runs befivaén Hank
and Hemlock Trail in the northeast corner of the park; the trails in Townsend Parkblsaredieextensive invasive plant cohtvas
performed along trails in many parks, but especially in Duff Park; in Murrysville Community Park the roadway/trail l¢ading up
Scouting Knob from the parking lot off Bollinger Road was completed; several new benches were donated by members of the con
munity and were placed along park trails; and significant progress was made on a horse trail at Murrysville Community Park.

One does not need to be an experienced naturalist or environmental expert to be a park volunteer. Opportunities abooplé for pe
of all skill and knowledge levels, and interests! Volunteering in the parks or on the trails can include tasks asicimgplepaltier

or branches that block the trails while taking a daily stroll or meeting for an hour on a weekend to help remove efallen tiree
commitment and level of volunteering is completely determined by the individual and no task, however small, goes ummanted or
ticed. Please consider volunteering to help keep our parks and trails beautiful for everyone to enjoy and to maintalie'slurrys
natural areas for many generations to come. To learn how your talents and interests can be utilized in the parks systenagieas
Rob Hunter, Murrysville's Recreation Department Director, by phone 2272400 ext. 115 or by email at
rhunter@murrysvillegov.org

- Murrysville Recreation Department

Hike Murrysuville

The MTA started its series of 2012 hikes on April 21 witmalé&walk across Murrysville, from Townsend Park to Murryswillauzo
nity Park (MCP), much of it along the Don Harrison Community Trail. The hike attr4@teelofle of all ages and various lels
of experience, along with a few folegged friends.

At the onset of the hike, Mother Nature chose to pour down on the hikers. Not to worry
Susan Karas had brought several spare raincoats and everybody was protected. Plus
the rain eventually |l et wup, and hikers t
for any pickups, but only one person requested a lift and that was a short one.

At the finish, hikers enjoyed photo displays, snacks and hot chocolate in the pavilion at
the MCP wetlands. Afterwards many availed themselves of shuttles back to Townsend
Park, although several including councilman Ron Summerhill and his son Dalton chose to
return by foot for a total distance of ten miles.

Feedback from the hikers was very positive, in spite of the rain. Most people expressed
surprise and appreciation that this sort of rural experience was possible in Murysville

Hikers enjoy a break in the rain (photo courtesy of by, far the majority of the hike took place in the woods, with only four publie road
Clarence Skena)

crossings. - Brien Palmer
? R m B!

This map of the hike route is el ]

available atittp:/ : 4

murrysvilletrails.org/
cross_murrysville_trail_routespgtm

A< .fj

(map courtesy of Tom Ronksldy) s %
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Please note: The MTA is not affiliated with these groups or programs, but provides these announcements as a&ndertesy to its m

Monitoring Local Streams

Would you like to get outdoors and help protect our natural watersheds? The Murrysville Stream Monitoring Group (MSMG) is a
group of trained volunteers who monitor the purity of our streams.

Stream monitors receive training designed by the Alliance for Aquatic Resources Monitoring, which is headquarterau@oIbickins
lege. Volunteers learn the methodology necessary to monitor stream water quality in order to establish baseline essiils. Th
be needed should the watershed be affected by factors such as drilling for natural gas. The Mountain Watershed Asslyiation
sponsors the training.

For more information about the MSMG, call Joe Guthrie at (724P387.

Snowshoe in Pleasant Valley

Venture Outdoors is sponsorinBaeggie Snowshoe TrakPleasant Valley Park on Sun-
day February 17. Dogs are invited to join in a social snowshoe in the woods. People
without dogs are permitted. In the absence of snow, the event will become a hike. The
Venture Outdoors fee includes snowshoe rental. For details, go to
www.ventureoutdoors.oog call412-255-0564.

Tennis Anyone?

Yes, there may be snow on the ground, but it's never too early to start thinking al
tennis. The East Hills Summer Tennis League (EHSTL) is gearing up for the 20
son. Applications are being accepted from players at all levels for singles, doubl
and mixed doubles. For more information, please geww.ehstl.com

If you are interested in keeping up with news on tennis activities in the Murrysvillg
area, contact the Murrysville Tennis Action Group (MTAG) at
murrysvilletennis@gmail.com

Poetry Corner

What is this life if, full of care,

We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauty's glance,

And watch her feet, how they can dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can

Enrich that smile her eyes began.

A poor life this if, full of care,

We have no time to stand and stare.

Signs placed in Murrysville during 2012 reflect the new 4' buffer law and
show directions to Murrysville's many parks -William Henry Davies
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