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“While I relish our warm
months, winter forms
our character and brings
out our best.”
- Tom Allen
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Murrysville Trail News
This issue of the Murrysville Trail News brings much to enjoy over a cup of hot chocolate,
including:






a new map for the Kellman and Skena Nature Reserves,
an overview of Townsend Park,
information about equestrian activities in and around Murrysville,
updated information about the Turtle Creek rail trail project, as well as
several events and activities for this winter.

We hope you will visit and “Like” the Murrysville Trail Alliance Facebook page, and
while there, check out the new family-friendly “Where’s Yoda?” game. You can find out
more about “Where’s Yoda?” in this newsletter and at murrysvilletrails.org/
where_is_yoda.
We are also inviting middle-school students to send poetry submissions for our Poetry
Corner (see Call for Poems on page 9).
Finally, an invitation for everyone - please consider sharing your knowledge by writing
for the newsletter. We welcome articles on any topic relating to nature and the outdoors.
Consider a brief “Celebrating Nature” write-up about some aspect of the outdoors that
you enjoy, or an Announcements of an upcoming event. Email submissions to newsletter@murrysvilletrails.org.
Enjoy that cup of hot chocolate, and have fun with Yoda!

New Map for Kellman/Skena Reserves
The Murrysville Trail Alliance
(MTA) has issued a new map
for Murrysville’s Kellman and
Skena Nature Reserves. Color
and black and white versions
of the map are available for
viewing or download. Cartographer Loree Speedy of
West Newton prepared the
map, making use of GPS data and other information collected by volunteers Lynn
Gurrentz, Clarence (Buck)
Skena and Betsy Aiken, as
well as during her own visits
to the reserves. The map
shows trails, landmarks and
other features of the connecting reserves along with topographic contour lines. The
Skena Reserve is a new municipal park; Murrysville

Council approved trail names presently working on an upfor this park on October 16, dated map for Townsend
2013.
Park.
Visitors to the Skena Reserve
will observe that there are
not yet trail signs, and that
additional trails remain from
former mowing (these trails
will be allowed to grow
over). Among the interesting
points in the Reserve is a location along Long View Trail
from which one can see Round
Top in Murrysville’s Duff Park.
Funding for this map was provided by a grant from the
Community Foundation of
Murrysville, Export, and Delmont. The MTA mapping effort continues, with members
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FEATURED PARK
Townsend Park
Townsend Park is one of the jewels of the Murrysville park system. This 160-acre park is located about one-half mile from
the intersection of Sardis Road and Twin Oaks Drive, and just a few miles from the municipal building.
The park was named for Dr. James Townsend, who passed away in 1978. Dr. Townsend was a founding member and
chair of the Murrysville Parks and Recreation Commission (P&RC). He was also instrumental in defending Duff Park against
a proposed realignment of Route 22, and heavily involved in cataloging the park’s flora and fauna.
Townsend Park is a combination of 3 distinct parts. The first is the picnic area and the pond. There are two pavilions
available for rental, both with electricity, lights and grills. For a slight additional fee, anyone renting a pavilion can also
obtain a permit for beer and wine to liven up their picnic. The pavilions are each large enough to hold 12 picnic tables.
One pavilion is located near the main parking lot. The other, the Remaley Pavilion, overlooks a pond that is stocked each
spring and is a favorite place for young fishermen. The municipality just completed the construction of two new decks by
the pond, with a handicapped accessible path to both.
The second part of the park consists of approximately 4 miles of hiking trails. These range from the relatively flat Ron
Stoll Trail to those that will give you a moderate workout such as Heart Attack Hill. Most trails can be hiked as a loop.
Volunteers have installed numerous tree signs along the trails to let you know the names and characteristics of many trees.
In addition, there are 5 memorial benches along the trails, so you can rest and take a minute to enjoy the scenery. The
trails are also a popular destination for people walking with their dogs.
One of the highlights of hiking the trails in Townsend is the view from the summit of Heart Attack Hill (elevation 1340’).
Looking east on a clear day, you can see the cooling towers of the Homer City Power Plant located on Route 119 in Indiana County, approximately 27 miles away. If you look carefully through the trees in the opposite direction , you can
sometimes see the USX building located on Grant St. in Pittsburgh, which is more than 17 miles away.
The MTA, in conjunction with the P&RC, is in the process of developing recommendations for reconfiguring and renaming
some of the trails, and producing a new park map. Stay tuned for more news on this. A map of the current trails is available on the Murrysville website.
At the entrance to the trails by the main parking lot there is a gazebo, which is often used as the setting for family, wedding and graduation photos. In addition, the American Legion has installed a flagpole with memorials to the veterans of
all wars.
The final section of Townsend Park contains two softball fields. One of them has just been expanded to accommodate the
Murrysville Senior Citizens Softball league. (See next page.)
Townsend Park is also one terminus of the Don Harrison Community Trail, a cross-Murrysville single-track trail that extends
for over 5 miles through several Westmoreland Conservancy nature reserves and other properties to reach Murrysville
Community Park and the Westmoreland Conservancy’s Walter Reserve. A blue blaze marking the downhill start of the
trail is just across the entrance drive for the ball field parking lot.
Townsend Park is used by an extremely large number of people for a variety of activities in all seasons. Even on the coldest winter day you will find people cross-country skiing or snowshoeing. Come out and visit!

Directions to Townsend Park
From Old William Penn Highway, travel 4 miles north on Sardis Road, then turn left onto Twin Oaks Lane (the first left beyond the
Municipal Building, soccer fields and Sloan School). After ½ mile look for the brick entrance to Townsend Park on the left, across from
Bridgewood Drive. The drive will take you to the main parking lot and upper pavilion. To reach the lower pavilion bear to the right
and follow the drive down the hill. To reach the ball fields bear left and follow the drive to the parking area.
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Murrysville Senior Citizen Softball
The Murrysville Senior Citizen Softball (MSCS) teams will be moving their home games from Murrysville Community Park
to the expanded Townsend Park field in 2014. The new field at Townsend Park has foul lines of approximately 310 feet
in left and right field.
The MSCS program started in 1985 as part of the Pittsburgh East Suburban Senior Softball League. MSCS currently consists of two teams: a 50 plus year-old team and a 60 plus year-old team. At various times since 1985, Murrysville has
had as many as three teams at different levels of age and competition.
Each MSCS team consists of 15 to 20 players and is in a competitive league with teams that over the years have come
from locations including Penn-Trafford, Uniontown, West Newton, Penn Hills, West Mifflin, Dravosburg, McKeesport,
Sharpsburg, Penn, Plum, and Slickville. The teams play 2 games per week from early May through August. Some of the
players also play on tournament traveling teams.
The MSCS program is always looking for new competitive players. For more information, contact Bob Markley (724-3273702), Jack Nee (724-863-4433) or Jim Kennel (724-733-4883).

Ron Stoll Trail
Ron Stoll Trail is one of the most used trails in Townsend Park. The trail originally had 8-10 fitness stations, created by
friends of Ron Stoll, including a few Scouts, after this young man passed away in 1982 at the age of 20, as a result of a
car accident. Ron was an athletic young man, and was just a few months into his freshman year in college.
Unfortunately, overgrown vegetation and lumber degradation eventually brought an end to the fitness stations. When
volunteers started to do trail maintenance, they also took away remnants of the fitness trail. Over the years, Sloan School
students and other volunteers have pulled out garlic
Start of the Ron Stoll Trail in Townsend Park (photo courtesy of Pia van de Venne)
mustard and helped maintain the trail. In 2012 Friends
of Murrysville Parks (FOMP) initiated a tree identification project in Townsend Park: on Ron Stoll Trail you
can find plaques to identify a black cherry, a tulip
tree, and a black walnut.
- Pia van de Venne

Note: The Murrysville Trail Alliance (MTA) is collecting information about the people for whom park trails and benches
have been named. The information will be used to develop a
page on the MTA website. Please help us gather this information! Email us at MTAmail@murrysvilletrails.org.

“Walk and be happy, walk and be healthy. The best way to lengthen out our days is to walk steadily and with a
purpose.”
- Charles Dickens
“My grandmother started walking five miles a day when she was sixty. She’s ninety-five now, and we don’t know
where the hell she is.”
- Ellen DeGeneres
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Westmoreland Heritage Trail News
2013 marked two great accomplishments for the Westmoreland Heritage Trail (WHT) Chapter of the Regional
Trail Corporation. On October 5th, a Grand Opening was
held for Phase II of the WHT; a 3.7-mile stretch running
from Athena Drive in Delmont to Slickville. The completed
WHT now measures nearly nine miles, and connects to the
West Penn Trail in Saltsburg.

Grand Opening for Phase II of the WHT

chure for the WHT, can be found at http://
www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/DocumentCenter/View/2632.
Also, on September 26th Westmoreland County entered
into an agreement with the owners of the Turtle Creek Industrial Railroad for purchase of the ~9.5 mile railroad
corridor along Turtle Creek from Lincoln Avenue in downtown Export to downtown Trafford, passing through parts of
Murrysville, Monroeville, and Penn Township (see map on
next page).
This agreement is an important step in establishing a rail
trail that will link these communities, as well as extend the
Westmoreland Heritage Trail from Delmont. The purchase
price for the railroad corridor is $865,000; an additional
$49,000 will be required for expenses related to the purchase, and $150,000 for initial design for the trail. In December Westmoreland County received notice of a
$457,000 grant toward this acquisition from the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR),
and a $250,000 grant from a foundation. Other foundation
grant funding will also be sought, and local contributions
will be important as a match and to demonstrate community
support for government and foundation grants.
Local fundraising efforts include:


Saturday February 15, starting at 6 PM - a Comedy
Night at the Delmont Volunteer Fire Department Social
Hall, with dinner, for $25 per person. For tickets or if
you’d like to help out email Rob Cronauer
at robcronauer@yahoo.com.



Saturday March 29, starting at 9 AM - a March for
Parks in Murrysville, starting at Sportzone on School
Road South. Walkers will collect pledges, and will walk
along Turtle Creek in Duff Park and return via the railroad corridor. To sponsor, pledge, or participate, email
Jeff Richards at JRICHARD@co.westmoreland.pa.us.

Everyone is invited and encouraged to participate!
Parking for the WHT is now available at four locations:

The Westmoreland Heritage Trail group meets at 7 PM on
the second Thursday of each month, and anyone interested
 John Rangos Parking Lot at Athena Drive in Delmont
can attend and participate. Meetings will rotate between
(about 0.8 mile from the Delmont grocery store)
Slickville, Delmont, and Murrysville, with the next meeting to
 Slickville Volunteer Fire Department parking lot; please be held at 7 PM on Thursday, January 9th, at Rivertowne
use left side of the lot, away from the firehouse doors
Brewing at 5578 Old William Penn Highway.
 Sara Steele access area parking lot off of Bortz Road
The Turtle Creek rail trail will bring many recreational ben(about 2.5 miles from downtown Slickville)
 At Canal Street in Saltsburg, near the juncture with the efits and opportunities for economic development in Export,
Murrysville, Penn Township, Monroeville, and Trafford. More
West Penn Trail; parking is near the playground
These locations, along with a map and a membership bro- information and a tentative timeline for the rail trail project
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Westmoreland Heritage Trail News (Continued)

can be found via a link Turtle Creek Rail Trail Project at the
MTA website.

This Map is also available online.

Murrysville Recreation Department
Murrysville Recreation Department planning is underway for new and improved programs and events for 2014! Some of
the new programs being discussed are a Murrysville Farmers’ Market, Dude Food, and the Fall Family Campout. The
Murrysville Farmers’ Market aims to feature a variety of local, fresh produce. Produce vendors from the Murrysville area
are needed to participate. Dude Food will be a grilling challenge similar to the already popular Chili Oktoberfest. It will
allow contestants to grill their favorite foods in predetermined categories and be judged by a panel of judges and, of
course, be sampled by those in attendance! The Fall Family Campout and National Hunting and Fishing weekend that
were previously scheduled for this past September will be held next September at Townsend Park. An overnight campout
will be held in conjunction with National Hunting and Fishing Day, where guests can visit with a variety of outdoor recreation vendors and utilize the fantastic new fishing decks at the pond! The Spring Egg Hunt is also scheduled for April, as
usual, but be on the lookout for some fun new changes to that event, as well!
The spring and summer recreation programs will be published in April/May in the Penn Franklin News and posted on the
municipal website, www.murrysvillegov.org. Check the Recreation Department pages for more information and also our
Facebook page by searching and “liking” Murrysville Recreation Department. Updated program and event information
is available as well as photos from all of the events! For questions or more information please contact the department at
724-327-2100 ext. 115 or 131. Have a happy New Year!

“I wonder if the snow loves the trees and fields, that it kisses them so gently? And then it covers them up snug, you know,
with a white quilt; and perhaps it says "Go to sleep, darlings, till the summer comes again.”
- Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland & Through the Looking Glass
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Trail in PV Park named for Brien Palmer
Brien Palmer was a long-time member of the Murrysville Trail Alliance (MTA), and was serving as Vice Chair of the
group at the time of his unexpected death in March 2013 from complications after surgery. Brien had considerable involvement in Murrysville community affairs: serving on Murrysville’s Library Board;
chairing Citizens for the Protection of Rural Murrysville; working as a member of the
Murrysville Stream Monitoring Group; facilitating Socrates Café discussions; and as a
member of the East Suburban Unitarian Universalist Church (ESUUC). Brien also
served on several Murrysville committees, including a comprehensive plan committee
and a Route 22 corridor task force.
Brien’s family has made a donation to the Municipality of Murrysville for renaming of
Hornbeam Trail in Pleasant Valley (PV Park) for Brien. On July 24th 2013 Murrysville
Council voted to name this trail the Brien Palmer Trail.
Brien was a strong advocate for trails and conservation of open space in Murrysville.
He helped to organize many hikes for the MTA. He was unusual in his willingness to
speak out for causes, and to express his thoughts to Murrysville Council and in Letters
to the Editor of local papers.
Brien enjoyed the outdoors with his wife Kate Codd-Palmer and daughter Erin, especially hiking, camping, bicycling, and motorcycling. He was a strong supporter of PV
Park; the family’s donation for the trail naming will be used within this park. Brien’s
commitment to the environment and to trails and greenways in Murrysville and his
active engagement in community matters continue to inspire the MTA.
Brien in Cook Forest State Park

Editor’s note: Part of the MTA website, at www.murrysvilletrails.org/
(photo courtesy of Kate Codd-Palmer)
trailblazers_tribute_page.htm, is dedicated to Brien and other “Trailblazers”, whose efforts significantly contributed to Murrysville’s parks and open spaces that we value so highly today. Please help us complete this list of Trailblazers by letting us know of people or information to be added (email MTAmail@murrysvilletrails.org).

Cycling around Murrysville
The action on the Westmoreland Heritage Trail now starts in Delmont, at the trestle, less than a mile east of the Delmont
grocery on Athena Drive. Many Murrysville bikers, hikers and walkers are now able to start their work-outs close to home
and pass through the pristine Beaver Run Reservoir, through Slickville and into Saltsburg, only 9 miles away from the Delmont trailhead. There, you can connect with the West Penn Trail and continue East or North. I’ve made it to Ebensburg for
lunch and back.
For those who enjoy the challenge of steep grades and the open road, our neck of the woods features many hilly, winding
two-lane roads without the traffic if you go out early on a weekend morning. Of course, even though the number of road
bikes has increased, drivers and cyclists not mindful of the “Rules of the Road” will always be with us. The more bicycles
are seen, I’m confident that more motorists are respecting that bikes are also vehicles. We’re not all the way there, so
wear your helmet.
The PA Vehicle Code defines a vehicle as any device transporting people or property on a traffic way. Common courtesy, and Section 3303, govern the passing on the left of another, slower-moving vehicle; it is not new that the passing vehicle shall pass “at a safe distance”, nor that the vehicle passed shall not “increase speed” and “give way to the Right” on
the signal of a horn. What is new since April 2012 is the amendment that requires the overtaking “motor vehicle” to pass
a “pedalcycle” to the left, and “within not less than FOUR feet” of the bike. The bike must be driven in the right lane as
close as possible to the berm. What this means, in practice, is that a bike is a vehicle, entitled to its lane, and when passing, particularly on a hill, a motor vehicle must follow patiently until it is safe to pass. Where’s the fire, anyway? There
have been no reported cases of enforcement of the new law, nor do I know of any charged. Common courtesy would
seem to me the best way to avoid discord between cyclists and motorists.
- Chas. R. Conway
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Murrysville Parks and Recreation Commission
The Murrysville Parks and Recreation Commission (P&RC) is one of the municipality’s many advisory boards and commissions. The P&RC is made up of 7 members: 6 are appointed by Murrysville Council, while the 7th member may be a
Franklin Regional School Board member or employee recommended by the School Board. P&RC members serve 3-year
terms, except for the 7th member, who serves an annual term.
Among the duties of the P&RC are to:
 Make recommendations concerning a comprehensive system of recreation and park areas, facilities, and programs to
meet the needs of residents of Murrysville
 Recommend policies pertaining to parks and recreation matters
 Cooperate with other agencies and groups to advance the development of parks and recreation programs in Murrysville.
The P&RC generally meets at 7 PM on the second Tuesday of each month. Meetings are held at the Municipal Building,
although during warm weather meetings may rotate between municipal parks and other facilities. All P&RC meetings are
open to the public, and anyone interested in matters related to the community’s parks or recreation is encouraged to attend. Information about a specific P&RC meeting may be found on the Community Calendar of the Murrysville website, at
http://murrysville.com/Community_Calendar.html.
Members of the P&RC are volunteers and are not compensated. If you are interested in parks or recreation, serving on
the P&RC is a fun and rewarding way to positively impact people’s lives and make Murrysville an even better place to
live. Applications for the P&RC are sought by the municipality when there is an open position and near the end of each
year.

Poetry Corner

SLEDDING
The sun shines on the frozen ground
And on the adults bundled tight against the cold
Sparkling like diamonds causally tossed around
The children so fast, so brave so bold
Flailing arms and legs and hat flying in the wind
Pearls of laughter floating gently on the air
Everyone cold and wet, but no one really cares
Then at last when the final run is done
The mad dash to the house for the warm fire
And hot chocolate the sun sets and another day has
past
- Jim Milks 2010
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From our “Neigh”-borhood
Horseback Riding in and around Murrysville
It seems like new home construction is
everywhere in Murrysville, with new
neighborhoods and plans replacing
woods and open fields. But Murrysville
still maintains a rural quality that many
people love, including horse stables,
fields of cattle, and trails to walk or
ride.
Several private horse barns are
tucked away in Murrysville, and many
people don’t realize they are there.
Others, such as Idle Creek Stables, are
hard to miss as families on their way to
soccer games at Murrysville Community Park travel right by right the horses
grazing along Wiestertown Road. Idle
Creek and many other nearby stables
offer lessons to both new and experienced riders. Irwin is the home of Darby Downs Equestrian Center, and
Apollo’s riding stables include Travesty
Farms and Victory Stables. A little further down the road in the New Alexandria/Greensburg areas are Gusty

Wind Acres, Hi Acres Stables, Wildwin Not far from Murrysville, in nearby
communities like Saxonburg, Ligonier
Stables, and Hidden Acres.
and Sewickley, horse owners can even
Just beyond the edge of Murrysville in ride in foxhunting clubs. The clubs ride
with a “huntsman” and a pack of
Plum is Stonybrook Saddle Club, a
hounds through beautiful country, often
facility that hosts horse shows and
events spring through fall. The recently jumping over obstacles and ditches as
they go.
reorganized Murry Highlands Pony
Club holds meetings and lessons there.
Murry Highlands Pony Club is a local There are many ways and places to
learn more about horses and their
chapter of the United States Pony
care, and even learn how to ride –
Club, a youth focused organization
whose purpose is “to promote sports- you just have to know where to look!
manship, stewardship and leadership
through horse- Amy Ranier
manship.”

Photos courtesy of Ron and Amy Ranier

Growing up with Horses in Murrysville
In the 1960‘s and 70’s, people coming
to work in the Pittsburgh area were
drawn to the natural beauty of Murrysville and the quality of life it offered.
The families moving here to work for
Westinghouse and other area employers were joining those who had been
here for decades and whose names
graced some of the street signs around
town. In the 1970’s and beyond, there
were quite a few private barns in the
area, as well as Bill Power’s tack shop,
McNaughton and Rings feed stores,
and, among others, Idle Creek and
Cherry Lane Arabians boarding stables. It was not uncommon to see horses and riders on the back roads.

enjoyed. A number of us answered the commitment of community members and
leaders who worked to preserve these
call.
properties.
We rode through woods, dodging
branches and following deer paths
The heart of the horse-related activity
while not really knowing when or where in Murrysville was at the Bassett Farm
we were going to emerge into a recog- on Hills Church Road. The Bassett faminizable area again. We galloped
ly was, and is, a friendly family who
across fields and farmland, most on
share their love and knowledge of
which we had permission to ride, althorses with anyone interested to
hough admittedly, on some we didn’t
learn. Insisting on a kind and disciwhere the owners were absentee. We plined approach to horse ownership
knew the location of every stream
their example influenced many local
where the horses could enjoy getting a horse owners. Over the past 40 years
drink or splash themselves on hot sum- they have hosted a 4-H club, a pony
mer days, and the meadows where we club, a riding school, and horse trials
could rest and the horses could
(like equestrian eventing at the Olymgraze. Many of those familiar farms, pics, the trials include competition in
Speaking from personal experience, it fields and woodlands are housing plans dressage, cross country, and stadium
was a perfect place to grow up, partic- today. However some remain undevel- jumping). Today, Megan Weir, a Basularly on horseback. There was signifi- oped, and others are now nature resett granddaughter, and Amy Ranier,
cantly more undeveloped land then…. serves and municipal parks. We can
the author of another article in this
all of it begging to be explored and
be very grateful for the foresight and newsletter, prepare to reorganize the
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Growing up with Horses in Murrysville (Continued)
Pony Club. Another horse trial on the
Bassett farm is planned for next year,
usually scheduled during the peak of
fall colors. It makes for a wonderful
day; you might want to bring a lawn
chair and check it out.

Note: The Murry Highlands Pony Club is
looking for new members - parents can
check it out at United States Pony Club.org
and contact Megan Weir at 412-9260113. Children need not have their own
horses and can be between ages of 6 and
25.

- Cary Bohl
Right: Horse Trial at the Bassett Farm (photo courtesy of
Cary Bohl)

New Horse Trail at Murrysville Community Park
After four years of planning and effort, rough construction of a horse trail
in Murrysville Community Park (MCP)
has been completed. A group first approached the Murrysville Parks and
Recreation Commission (P&RC) in February 2009 to propose a horse trail in
MCP. In January 2010 a detailed proposal to the P&RC yielded an affirmative recommendation, and after several
months of evaluation and discussion, the
municipality approved a plan.
The horse trail starts in the open field
opposite Farm Road, enters the woods
at the back of the field and loops
through the woods to return along the
outbound route. The trail route that was
originally proposed returned to
Wiestertown Road along an alignment
parallel to the southwestern border of
the park, but the route was changed to
avoid a wet area beyond the park’s
soccer fields.
Volunteers completed the trail work in
stages: planning the layout, marking
alignment on the ground, clearing the

200 hours working on the trail, and
persevered in spite of bee stings,
heavy multiflora rose brambles, old
wire fence and other challenges.

Dan Griffith of the Westmoreland Conservation District explaining drainage considerations to volunteers

On November 12th the P&RC recommended approval of “MCP North Bridle Path” as the name for the trail.
When you next visit MCP, you may
enjoy the sight of horses and riders on
the trail.

trail, and then rough blazing. Volunteers worked to clear a treadway of
18 to 24 inches, with side
clearance of 5 to 6 feet
and vertical clearance of
10 feet. They spent over

MCP Horse Trail Volunteers

“There is something about the outside of a horse that is good for the inside of a man.” - Winston Churchill

CALL FOR POEMS
Calling all Murrysville middle-school students — submit a poem about the joys of drinking a mug of hot chocolate after
being out in the cold. One poem will be selected to be highlighted in the Poetry Corner in April 2014! All poems should be
sent to newsletter@murrysvilletrails.org by March 1, 2014 for consideration.
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MTA Hikes in 2003
Susan Karas of the Murrysville Trail Alliance (MTA) organized a great series of family-friendly hikes in Murrysville in
2013. Hikers met on the third Saturday morning of each month from April through December, and generally covered
about 4 to 5 miles at a moderate pace. Participants included long time hikers as well as those new to this enjoyable
activity. The hikes provided an excellent opportunity to explore Murrysville’s many exceptional parks while enjoying the
outdoors and easy exercise in pleasant and interesting company.
Sue Miller listed some of the hikes on
Meetup.com under the Pittsburgh Hiking
Meetup Group (PHMG) and the Pittsburgh Adventure Lovers (PAL) Club. These listings encouraged participation, and introduced several new
people to Murrysville’s parks. (Meetup is an
excellent forum for finding fun activities; a number of people list hikes in and around Murrysville under the PHMG or the PAL Club.*)
Although the September Cross-Murrysville hike
was officially cancelled due to a forecast of
stormy weather, 12 intrepid people still turned
About to set out for October hike at Townsend Park
out and completed that hike through heavy
rain! Another 12 people completed a make-up hike on the following day.
For the November hike in Duff Park, Sue Miller researched the park’s history, and those leading the hike shared interesting historical anecdotes. Afterwards everyone enjoyed pumpkin cake and wassail compliments of Susan K.
During the hikes participants shared information about complementary activities including photography, nature study,
birding, and orienteering, and afterwards shared photographs and maps of the route completed. For those interested,
Donna Beard posts write-ups and photos of the hikes on the Trail Activities page of the MTA website.
Hikes for 2014 will be posted on the MTA website at www.murrysvilletrails.org. No reservations or special preparations
are necessary; just wear comfortable shoes or boots and bring water. With luck perhaps you will join us!
*Editor’s note: There is a good article about the Pittsburgh Hiking Meetup Group (PHMG) by Jeff Hawkins and Terri Rosen
in the July 2013 issue of the Murrysville Trail News, available via the Archives page of the MTA website.

Celebrating Nature in Murrysville
Juncos - a Winter Avian Visitor

Junco (Photo courtesy of Pat Comas)

Along with winter's short days, cold and ice comes a change
in backyard avian visitors. While the robins, red-winged
blackbirds, bluebirds and catbirds fly south for warmer
climates, our snowbirds the juncos come down from the north
to spend the winter with us. One of the most abundant forest birds in North America, juncos are easy to attract to
your backyard with a winter birdfeeder. This gray-backed
and winged sparrow measures six inches in length with
white outer tail feathers visible in flight. Juncos typically
spend an entire winter in small populations of 6 - 25 over a
ten-acre area. So get to know your winter resident juncos
by attracting them to your backyard with low platform
feeders or by sprinkling seed on the ground. These perky
birds are sure to cheer up your winter months.
– Pat Comas
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Where’s Yoda?
Hey folks, it’s time to play the brand new Murrysville Trail Alliance (MTA) game – “Where’s
Yoda?” The game is open to anyone 16 years old or over, or any group or family with at
least 1 adult.
The MTA has taken a picture of Yoda next to a very recognizable feature in one of Murrysville’s great parks or nature reserves. The picture is now posted on the Murrysville Trail Alliance Facebook page. All you have to do is post your guess as to where the picture was
taken. Please note that Yoda is not staying at that location – he is safe and warm at home.
If too much time passes without a winner, we will help you out by posting some clues.
Whoever first posts the correct location is the winner – and the next player. We will meet in
a public area in Murrysville and hand off Yoda for your TLC (and perhaps take a picture
of the handoff for the Facebook page). Over the two weeks please take Yoda to a new spot in a park or nature reserve
in Murrysville, take a picture of him next to a recognizable feature, email that picture to murrysvilleyoda@gmail.com for
posting on our Facebook page, and wait for the guesses to roll in. If too much time passes without a new winner, you can
help things out by posting some clues.
By the way, after you take Yoda to the park for the picture, you
will take him home for safekeeping until the next handoff. He
travels in his own backpack along with a journal for you to note
when, where and why you chose your picture location, plus anything else you wish to add.

To play….


“Like” the Murrysville Trail Alliance
Facebook page



Look for the Yoda’s photo with the
challenge “Where’s Yoda?” on the
Facebook page, and look for any
clues to Yoda’s location in the photo



Post your guess about Yoda’s location!

The game continues in this manner, with Yoda being gently passed
on and on to the first person to correctly identify each picture.
Have fun tracking (and caring for) Yoda!!

The Murrysville Trail
Alliance
is on Facebook!
Visit and “Like” us
on Facebook!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please note: The MTA is not affiliated with these groups or programs, but provides these announcements as a courtesy to its members.

Murrysville Tennis
Yes, it may be cold and dark outside, but it's never too early to start thinking about tennis.
The East Hills Summer Tennis League (EHSTL) is already gearing up for the 2014 season, with play starting in late April.
The league has over 150 players in 6 singles, 3 doubles and 4 mixed doubles divisions. Applications are now being accepted from players at all levels since rosters are usually filled by mid-March. For more information, contact
ehstleague@gmail.com or see their website at www.ehstl.com.
The Murrysville Area Women's Tennis League (MAWTL) starts play on June 5. The league offers the opportunity to play
either singles or doubles. The doubles players meet every Thursday at the FRHS courts from 6:15 - 8:30 pm, while the
singles players schedule their own matches. The skill level on Thursday evenings is mixed, and players must sign up to be
scheduled to play. For more information, contact Jane at janegimig@windstream.net or Anne at
arm12mac@windstream.net.
If you are interested in keeping up with news on tennis activities in the Murrysville area, contact the Murrysville Tennis Action Group (MTAG) at murrysvilletennis@gmail.com to get on their newsletter mailing list.

Murrysville Senior Citizens Softball
The Murrysville Senior Citizens Softball program is always looking for new competitive players (see related article in this
newsletter). For more information, contact Bob Markley (724-327-3702), Jack Nee (724-863-4433) or Jim Kennel (724733-4883).

Pony Club
The Murry Highlands Pony Club is looking for new members; parents can check it out at United States Pony Club.org and
contact Megan Weir at 412-926-0113. Children need not have their own horses and can be between ages of 6 and
25.

Comedy Night
A Comedy Night is planned for Saturday February 15, starting at 6 PM, at the Delmont Volunteer Fire Department Social Hall, with dinner, for $25 per person. Proceeds will support the Turtle Creek rail trail. For tickets or if you’d like to
help out, email Rob Cronauer at robcronauer@yahoo.com.

March for Parks
A March for Parks will be held on Saturday March 29, starting at 9 AM at Sportzone in Murrysville. Walkers will collect
pledges, and will walk along Turtle Creek in Duff Park and return via the railroad corridor. Proceeds will support the Turtle Creek rail trail project. To sponsor, pledge, or participate, email Jeff Richards at JRICHARD@co.westmoreland.pa.us.

“In the depth of winter I finally learned that there was in me an invincible summer.”

- Albert Camus

Photo credits for following page, from top row: hawk on a fence-Richard Hrivnak; whimsical snowman-Louise Gladkowski; Christmas tree cutting-Anna McIlrath; snowy
statue-Mary Cate McCarthy; cedar waxwing-Melissa DeStefano; moon over Murrysville-Joyce Frost; rose hips-Michael Wolinsky; cardinal at feeder-Lee Wolfson; snowcovered spruce-Cynthia Swartz; snow swag-Doug Bauman; snowy donkey-David Temple; springhouse–Clarence “Buck” Skena; Miss Nala’s first snow–Elise Francken;
shadows in snow-Walter Gladkowski; holding an icicle at Duff Park-Maureen Busche
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Murrysville Trail News
A quarterly newsletter of the Murrysville Trail Alliance,
“Celebrating Outdoor Murrysville”

Tom Ronksley
Clarence Skena
Buzz Wichmann

Inquires and submissions are welcome!
Please email newsletter@murrysvilletrails.org.
Publication dates: January, April, July, and October
To subscribe to this quarterly newsletter by email, please send a request to
MTAmail@murrysvilletrails.org.
The time and place of MTA meetings is shown at www.murrysvilletrails.org.
Anyone interested is invited to participate in any MTA meetings or activities.
Please join us!

Winter Scenes
from Murrysville
(Photo credits on preceding page)

A virtual postcard for Townsend Park from Murrysville Photo Contest entries

Photo credits, from top row: pond and pavilion-Jan Capasso; owl-Janice Kochis; leaves in water-Louise
Gladkowski; scarlet leaves-Mary Kautz; view over valley-Ernie Hahn; tiger swallowtail-Cecilia Stanovich; Shepherd/husky reading sign-Joyce Frost; dogwood blossoms-Donald Sprowls; enjoying the
view-Jeff McMahill; sunbeams on trail-Cecilia Stanovich; gazebo-Kim Wagner

If you enjoyed reading this issue of the quarterly Murrysville Trail News,
please help us expand our subscription base by spreading word of the newsletter!
Free subscription may be obtained by emailing MTAmail@murrysvilletrails.org.

