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Featured Park – Caywood 2
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This issue of the Murrysville Trail News contains information about many different ways to
enjoy the outdoors this fall, including:






a number of hikes and excursions
an opportunity to walk for a cause, with the October 5th PA Hero Walk
the opening of the new section of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail
the 2013 Murrysville Photo Contest (for outdoor digital photos)
bicycling in Murrysville.
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Only three remain in the series of 2013 MTA hikes. The October 19 th hike at Townsend Park will
be an excellent opportunity to enjoy the fall foliage along with an invigorating walk. During the
November hike, we will see the wide variety of trees in Duff Park’s remarkable forest (several
identified with signs) and enjoy the dramatic views over the park’s hills - views that open up dramatically after the leaves fall.

Explore somewhere new…
Murrysville Municipal Parks
Bear Hollow Park and Trail
Chambers Park
Duff Park
Heritage Park
Lillian Kellman Nature Reserve
Kovalczik Park
Murrysville Community Park
Pedora Park
Pleasant Valley Park
Royal Highlands Baseball Field
Peter and Victoria Skena Nature
Reserve
Staymates Log House and Barn
Veterans & Beckwith Sports Fields

If you enjoy the outdoors in Murrysville, we encourage you to share your knowledge by
writing for the newsletter. We welcome submissions on any topic related to nature and the
outdoors. We are especially seeking input about area hikes and bicycling, parks and
trails, as well as brief “Celebrating Nature” write-ups about your observations on nature.
Submissions can be emailed to newsletter@murrysvilletrails.org. Happy trails to you!

The December hike in Pleasant Valley (PV) Park is consistently popular. Come to explore the outstanding system of trails that has been developed by the PV Trailbuilders, and the park’s unique
combination of fields and forest.
Hikes typically cover about 5 miles, although shorter distances are always possible. Please join us
for these explorations of Murrysville’s great parks! Wear comfortable shoes or boots, and bring
water. Dog hikers are welcome, too!

Schedule of Remaining MTA Hikes for 2013
Saturday October 19
Saturday November 16
Saturday December 21

9 AM Townsend Park (meet at Lower Pavilion)
9 AM Duff Park (meet at Pavilion)
9 AM Pleasant Valley Park (meet at parking lot)

Any cancellations for heavy rain or a thunderstorm will be posted at www.murrysvilletrails.org.

“The goldenrod is yellow,
The corn is turning brown...
The trees in apple orchards
With fruit are bending
down.”
- Helen Hunt Jackson

December 2012 MTA hike at PV Park
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FEATURED RESERVE
Caywood Nature Reserve
We have seen wonderful things happening at the Caywood Nature Reserve, located on Hills Church Road. The very first
of our new information kiosks was installed near the (also) new parking lot in late 2012.
A memorial site has also been installed at the former Caywood homestead location. The memorial was dedicated with
family present August 10, 2013. The rest stop, comprised of large foundation blocks that had once surrounded the house
and supported Jane Caywood’s flower beds, are arranged to look to the large maple tree that dominated her front
yard. It provides a mid-trail rest stop for those hiking the 5+ mile Don Harrison Community Trail.
The reserve boasts 2.5 miles of trails and terrain varying from open meadow to woodlands to active stream and wetland.
The reserve adjoins the north end of Murrysville Community Park, with trail connections to the park and continuing to the
Westmoreland Conservancy’s Walter Reserve on Wiestertown Road. The cross-Murrysville Don Harrison Community Trail
(DHCT) passes through the Caywood Reserve. Whether you plan a specific visit to the Caywood Nature Reserve or just
pass through it while exploring the DHCT, there are many things of interest to discover.
- Sohail Khwaja

Map of the Caywood Nature Reserve is available at
http://www.westmorelandconservancy.org/Maps/caywood_map_04-20-10.pdf
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Westmoreland Conservancy
Westmoreland Conservancy is an all-volunteer land trust headquartered in Murrysville. The
organization was founded in 1991 in response to the call to save the Lillian Kellman property
(now the Kellman Nature Reserve) from development. Since that inaugural project, Westmoreland Conservancy has protected seven additional parcels amounting to 261 acres in
Murrysville and is in the midst of a brand new acquisition.
After more than three years of preparation and an extensive evaluation, Westmoreland Conservancy has been awarded accreditation by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission. Westmoreland Conservancy is one of 230 land trusts from
across the country that has been awarded accreditation since the fall of 2008. It is also one of fewer than 10 accredited
land trusts run exclusively by volunteers.
Westmoreland Conservancy’s president, Shelly Tichy states, “The accredited status demonstrates our commitment to permanent land protection and conservation. Our land trust is a stronger organization for the experience, better equipped to
navigate the various challenges that present themselves in the face of environmental preservation. We are proud to display the Accreditation Seal in conjunction with our name. It underlines our slogan: Protecting Nature’s home, enriching
ours.”
Westmoreland Conservancy is always seeking new members (at our most reasonable annual rates of $15/ individual or
$20/family), volunteers for various important conservation tasks, and donations of financial resources or land. Visit
www.westmorelandconservancy.org.
- Sohail Khwaja

Photo Contest
Entering its 7th year, the Murrysville Photo Contest will
once again provide a platform for area photographers to
showcase their best of Murrysville photos.
Each of us views our parks, natural areas, and neighborhoods from a unique perspective. The photo contest offers
photographers (whether resident or non-resident) an opportunity to record what each believes to be a special part of
the Murrysville community.
This year’s contest categories include Wildlife, People and
2011 entry from Dale Matuza; Praying Mantis at Pedora Park

Pets, Scenery and Plant Life, and Fun. Also, as in previous
years, Photos by Young Photographers 15 & under will
round out the category list.
A detailed description of the contest can be found at
www.murrysvillephotocontest.org. For those socially inclined
photographers, we¹re also on Facebook; please visit us early and often!

2012 Grand Prize winning photo by Kristen Miller; Toad at PV Park

Questions and/or comments can be directed to Dale
Matuza at dmmatuza@comcast.net or 724-327-0826.
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Bear Hollow Park Trail Named
Murrysville Council has named the hiking trail in Bear Hollow Park the “Ed Straub Trail”, in honor of Ed's extensive volunteer work for Murrysville over many years. Ed passed away in January 2011 after a long battle with cancer. Chris Tomley from the Heather Highlands Civic Association and Murrysville parks volunteer Tom Dittman installed trail signs at the
trailheads of the loop trail that runs through the woods and alongside the stream beyond the second ball field in Bear
Hollow Park.
Ed volunteered in many capacities. He served as a member of the Murrysville Parks and Recreation Commission (P&RC)
for 13 years, and was Chair for many of them. He was a founding member of the Murrysville Trail Alliance (MTA). He
was a frequent user of Murrysville’s parks, and assisted in building trails in several of them including Duff, Townsend, and
Pleasant Valley (PV). As a key member of the PV Volunteers, he helped to secure conservation of PV Park and build its
parking lot and first trails.
As a member of the East Suburban Artists’ League (ESAL), Ed organized plein air painting events in Murrysville parks, set
up exhibits and led photography walks. He was a prizewinner in the Murrysville Photo Contest. He enjoyed the beauty in
nature and helped others to appreciate it. With his wife Alice and children Douglas and Nancy, Ed enjoyed many outdoor
activities including hiking, skiing, and sailing.
Ed also helped to communicate the virtues of Murrysville by creating and maintaining Internet web sites for the Municipality of Murrysville, the Franklin Regional Adult School, ESAL, MTA, and PV Valley Park.
While on the P&RC, Ed was involved in the development of a proposed trail plan for Murrysville. Unfortunately, that original plan was lost over the years. Ed subsequently became a core member of a new committee that worked on the trail
initiative. He played an instrumental role; envisioning and mapping several potential trail corridors for detailed exploration and evaluation. Actively committed despite his illness, Ed’s unfailing enthusiasm helped to produce the Murrysville Trail
Proposal, that was completed and submitted to the municipality in 2012, after his passing.
- Charlie Beard
Editor’s note: Part of the MTA website, at www.murrysvilletrails.org/trailblazers_tribute_page.htm, is dedicated to Ed and
other “Trailblazers”, whose efforts significantly contributed to Murrysville’s exceptional parks and open spaces that we value
so highly today. Please help us complete this list of Trailblazers by letting us know of people or information to be added
(email MTAmail@murrysvilletrails.org).

Ed cross-country skiing at PV Park

Views along the Ed Straub Trail in Bear
Hollow Park
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Biking in Murrysville
Biking, what a wonderful way to see the world! And Murrysville has a number of rural and scenic roads (and a few hills)
that are easy to navigate and provide a wonderful view of the world. Here are some examples of possible rides:
Ride #1 (A short route with a few hills) - Begin at Trafford Road near the intersection with Route 22. No, you will not
be riding your bike up the steep hills of Pleasant Valley Road towards Route 130. Instead, turn right onto Meadowbrook
Road and travel several miles to Mayer Drive, where you can turn left into a residential neighborhood. Follow scenic and
level Mayer until you come to either Ivy or McWilliams Road and turn left back to Meadowbrook. Take Meadowbrook
back to Trafford Road. After turning left onto Trafford Road and crossing the railroad tracks, turn right into the neighborhood known as South Murrysville, which includes Haymaker Park and the Murrysville Community Center. Finish up by
crossing Route 22 at the Gates Avenue traffic signal and enjoy a beverage at Dairy Queen or Dunkin Donuts.
Ride #2 (A flatter route with many options) - Find a parking spot somewhere on Old William Penn Highway close to
Ferri’s Shur Save supermarket in Town Square. Ride east on Old William Penn Highway, heading towards Export. Although there are no dedicated bike lanes on Old William Penn Highway, there are shoulders along many stretches, and
motorists are generally accommodating and respectful of the Pennsylvania law which requires that drivers to maintain a 4
-foot buffer space between their vehicles and cyclists. You can make a number of turns off Old William Penn Highway for
a shorter or longer ride, and there are shops and restaurants along the Old William Penn corridor that you might wish to
explore.
Ride #3 (A 17-mile journey with fun hills) – You can start anywhere on the route since it is a loop, but one recommendation is Dunkin Donuts/Dairy Queen on Old William Penn Highway. Go west on Old William Penn Highway, and turn
right on Sardis Road. There is a moderate climb to Hickory Hill Road, just before the Murrysville Golf Course. Turn left on
Hickory Hill Road and enjoy the rolling hills that gave this street part of its name. Continue until the intersection with
Bulltown Road, and then turn right. When Bulltown Road hits Sardis Road, turn left. Turn right on Mamont Road, cross Hills
Church Road and bear right on Steele Road. Be prepared for another upward trek at this point. Turn right on to Weistertown Road. After a short uphill spurt, you’ll have reached the highest point of the journey, and it’s all downhill from here.
You can coast past the entrance to Murrysville Community Park, or go into the park and inspect the new Miracle Field
(also a good place to take a breather and have a drink of water). Roll down Weistertown Road until it ends at the intersection with Hills Church Road. Bear left on Hills Church Road, which will take you back to Old William Penn Highway.
Turn right on Old William Penn Highway and return to your starting point. If you didn’t stop at the Rivertowne Brewery
for a beer, you are entitled to some ice cream.
The most important point to emphasize is that these are just three of many bike rides in Murrysville worth exploring. Of
course it is important to be careful about safety and to adhere to traffic regulations. Now get out there and explore!
- Buzz Wichmann

New Townsend Park Trail Names
If you are a Townsend Park regular you know that there are some trails that exist simply as a result of common use. They
are unnamed, unmarked, unblazed, etc. They are, of course, confusing to people who are in the park for the first time
and are trying to follow the official trail map.
To address this, members of the Murrysville Trail Alliance (MTA) have spent the last few months using a GPS to map all
the trails, and are developing a new trail map for the park. Their recommendations for the new map will include naming
3 new trails and reassigning names for a few of the existing segments, to make the trail system more "user friendly".
In conjunction with the Murrysville Parks and Recreation Commission, the MTA is seeking suggestions for names of the new
trails. For a description of the trails, including a map and further information on how to submit suggestions, please contact:
townsendtrails@gmail.com.
All suggestions must be received by October 31, 2013. Input will be collected by the MTA and discussed with Murrysville’s Parks & Recreation Commission, which will then make final recommendations to the municipality.
"Autumn is the mellower season, and what we lose in flowers we more than gain in fruits." - Samuel Butler
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Celebrating Nature in Murrysville
Celebrating Fall

The Season’s Unexpected Witch

Fall is in the air, and it's a wonderful time to visit Murrysville parks. While it's a very busy time of the year, with
school back in session and fall sports activities underway, a
hike through one of the parks, enjoying the beauty of autumn, can be very relaxing. Many people look to autumn
as the best season for hiking. There are a variety of trails
that provide panoramic views of valleys, hillsides and
streams, and the views are enhanced with the beauty of fall
foliage.

All of us well-rooted Southwestern Pennsylvanians have certain expectations. We expect our summer days to be warm
and long, and our winter days short and cold. We have
every reason to believe that come May, robins will be patrolling our yards. No question they’ll be looking for that
well-known robin delicacy the earthworm. Our flowers and
trees will begin their seasonal progressions in April, and
continue into the autumn months when the New England asters put on their best show.
What we don’t expect to see is a tree that chooses October, November or even December to produce its flowers.
But, nature has its surprises. The witch-hazel is a small tree
that prefers moist soil in mature woodlands. If you’re hiking
our local parklands on a cold November day and happen
to spot a tree with pale yellow flowers that present with
thin ribbon-like petals you’ve discovered the witch-hazel.

A leafy path in the King Nature Reserve (photo courtesy of Jeff McMahill)

The many different species of trees and shrubs that call
Murrysville home enable the fall colors to start in midSeptember and last until mid-November. Even after the
leaves have fallen, the forest floor remains enchanting with
the rustle of the leaves. Take a little time to breathe the
Witch hazel blooms in late fall (photo courtesy of Carol Gracie)
fresh air, and for a short time leave the hustle and bustle to
the squirrels scampering around preparing for the winter
season!
I’ve seen these trees flowering around Thanksgiving, and as
- Charlie Beard
late as the final days of December. It’s always a welcome
surprise on those typically dreary early winter days.
- Dale Matuza

MTA Call for Submissions for Celebrating Nature in Murrysville
The MTA invites you to share your knowledge or observation of some natural phenomenon in Murrysville. What would you
like to tell our readers about winter beauty? Please email newsletter@murrysvilletrails.org.
"Even if something is left undone, everyone must take time to sit still and watch the leaves turn."

- Elizabeth Lawrence
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Westmoreland Heritage Trail News
A Grand Opening Ceremony for the Phase II Extension of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail (WHT) is planned for Saturday, October 5th, starting at 10 AM. The celebration will be held at the Slickville Lions Baseball Field at the intersection of
Route 819 and Story Road in Slickville, with parking at St. Sylvester’s Catholic Church or the Slickville Civic Center.
Many elected officials have been invited, and anyone interested in the trail is welcome. The ceremony will take place rain
or shine, with a special run/walk/bike ride afterward.
The Phase II Extension of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail is 3.7 miles long, running from Route 819 to the Rangos Parking Area off of Athena Drive near Delmont. Construction of this extension by Plum Contracting, Inc. began in December
2012. The Extension complements the original 5 miles of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail that runs from Saltsburg to
Slickville. The Phase II Extension includes the first electronic alert systems for rail-trail road crossings in Westmoreland
County – one at Route 819 and one at Story Road. Funding for the Phase II Extension was obtained from the Federal
Transportation Enhancements Program (funding administered by PennDOT District 12-0).
Several volunteers (local residents, Westmoreland Cleanways, Alcoa employees, WHT members, Adelphi House, Outside
In, Murrysville Trail Alliance members, Slickville Lions Club) and Salem Township helped with cleanup, tree clearing and
pruning, signage, gate locks, and tree planting along the old and new lengths of the trail. Even prior to its Grand Opening, the Phase II Extension of the WHT already is extremely popular, with many visitors and users.
The WHT Chapter of the Regional Trail Corporation is seeking foundation and grant funds to continue extension of WHT
westward to Trafford. Contributions and memberships in the WHT are welcome; see http://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/
index.aspx?NID=1010.
Poster is available at http://www.murrysvilletrails.org/
images/wht_phase2_poster.png

Poetry Corner
Autumn Fires
In the other gardens
And all up the vale,
From the autumn bonfires
See the smoke trail!
Pleasant summer over
And all the summer flowers,
The red fire blazes,
The gray smoke towers.
Sing a song of seasons!
Something bright in all!
Flowers in the summer,
Fires in the fall!

Robert Louis Stevenson, 1885
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please note: The MTA is not affiliated with these groups or programs, but provides these announcements as a courtesy to its members.

PA Hero Walk (Saturday, October 5, 2013)
The Murrysville Recreation Department is teaming up with the PA Hero Walk to host the 1st
Annual PA Hero Walk right here in Murrysville. Proceeds from the walk will benefit the
Wounded Warrior Project. The walk will begin at 10 AM at several Murrysville locations
including the Franklin Regional School Stadium and end at Murrysville Community Park’s
emergency services memorial for a short ceremony. The walk will then continue on to the Miracle Complex within the park for a variety of sports games with wounded warriors and those
with special needs. Individual and team walkers are needed for the walk, which is the main
fundraiser for the event. Walkers who raise at least $20.00 in sponsorships will receive a PA
Hero Walk t-shirt. This is a family event that will include participants of all ages! Food and games will be available at the
park so come out and support our Wounded Warriors! For more information and to register for the walk, please contact Al
Pulice at (412) 862-1672 or visit www.paherowalk.org.

Westmoreland Conservancy Events
October 12: Autumn Excursion : Swallow Falls, MD
October 19: Caching with the Conservancy (CWTC) Autumn
October 23: Monthly Meeting at the Murrysville Library Complex, 7 PM
November 9: Hike DHCT 10 AM at Townsend Park trailhead
November 20: Monthly Meeting at the Murrysville Library Complex, 7 PM
For more information go to www.westmorelandconservancy.org.

Friends of Murrysville Parks (FOMP) Walks and Work Sessions
Pleasant Valley Park Mushroom Walk Sunday October 13 at 1 PM to be led by Scott Hamilton
Weather permitting, FOMP will have weekly work mornings
 Mondays 10 AM - 12 Noon in Duff Park at changing locations
 Wednesdays 9:30 AM - 12 Noon in Townsend Park at changing locations
 Weekend work on a flexible schedule, but every weekend there will be at least one work session on Saturday or Sunday morning
For more information call Pia van de Venne at (724) 733-2770.

Memorial for Brien Palmer
The MTA is collecting donations toward a memorial bench for Brien Palmer in PV Park. If you would like to make a contribution in Brien's memory, your check should be made out to the "Kiwanis Club of Murrysville" with the notation "For MTA,
for memorial for Brien" and mailed to Jackie Stempfer / 4469 Bulltown Road / Murrysville PA 15668.

Westmoreland Heritage Trail
Westmoreland Heritage Trail Grand Opening of Phase II of the trail will be held on Saturday, October 5th (see separate article and poster). Anyone interested in the trail is welcome!
Opposite page collage photo credits, from top row: mallard-Pat Comas; hikers in PV Park-Megan Vargo; milkweed-Rhonda Miller; red-winged blackbird-Pat Comas; Buckwheat on fence-John Santoro; jumping in leaves-Alyson Holt; Turtle Creek Railroad-Lindsey Praksti; trees against sky-Teri Walborn; fall trees and pond-Sve
Yaklich; turkeys-Christine Satterfield; oak leaf-Doug Bauman; Joel and his dog Bear-Cindy Peterman; examining bole-Eugen Bolch; farmers on tractor-Nickaleen Neff; view
from Heartattack Hill-Sandra Linnemann; floating leaves-Michele Rohrman
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Murrysville Trail News
A quarterly newsletter of the Murrysville Trail Alliance,
“Celebrating Outdoor Murrysville”

Inquires and submissions are welcome!
Please email newsletter@murrysvilletrails.org.
Publication dates: January, April, July, and October
To subscribe to this quarterly newsletter by email, please send a request to
MTAmail@murrysvilletrails.org.
The time and place of MTA meetings is shown at www.murrysvilletrails.org.
Anyone interested is invited to participate in any MTA meetings or activities.
Please join us!

Autumn Scenes from Murrysville
(Photo credits on preceding page)

If you enjoyed reading this issue of the quarterly Murrysville Trail News,
please help us expand our subscription base by spreading word of the newsletter!
Free subscription may be obtained by emailing MTAmail@murrysvilletrails.org.

